[image: image1.jpg]nhsalliance




Rushed community services policy serious barrier to White Paper implementation

19 August 2010

If the former government’s policy – Transforming Community Services – goes ahead without further thought, it could seriously hinder the implementation of the White Paper, says NHS Alliance. 

TCS, which was rushed in place with little consultation at the beginning of this year and could see community services being practically shifted to acute hospitals within the next two years, has no place in an NHS whose focus is on primary care leading the way to meet local needs through GP consortia. 

Michael Sobanja, chief executive, NHS Alliance, said: “PCTs will be divesting themselves of the community provider function from April next year with most community services being transferred to acute or mental health trusts. This seems to be completely out of sync with the new government policy, which supports clinicians and primary care to work together to put the health services back at the heart of community.”

Michael Dixon, chairman, NHS Alliance, said: “GP commissioners must have a hand in deciding the future of community services. With the consultation on the White Paper in motion, that means decisions on transforming community services must be postponed until GP commissioners are in place.  There is little homogeneity in the way community services are organised across the UK, but they should be placed according to local needs and in a way that supports community health whilst promoting care closer to the patient’s home.”

Dr Donal Hynes, co- vice chair, NHS Alliance: “The critical issue facing the NHS is delivery of service improvement within budgetary restraint. To achieve this, GP consortia will need to have community service aligned with primary care services so as to facilitate transfer of work from the acute hospitals. Allowing community services to be swallowed up by acute trusts will seriously restrict consortia’s ability to deliver the QIPP programme. It is not only contrary to the direction of the White Paper but also will potentially provide a serious impediment to its implementation.”
Dr David Jenner, GMS/PMS lead, NHS Alliance, said: “There must a choice of providers and it should be for local communities, after consultation with the public, to decide the right place for each element of community services. Also, the current deadline of April 2011, by when PCTs will no longer be involved in providing these services, is completely unrealistic. If the new government is serious about creating an NHS that makes sense at local level, then it cannot ignore the fact that community services are going in a complete different direction.”
 Notes to editors:
1. The NHS Alliance is the only independent body that brings together primary care trusts’ chief executives and other senior managers, doctors and practice managers, nurses, pharmacists and allied health professionals, along with board chairs and members. We are a value-driven organisation, with no political affiliation, which works in partnership with various bodies associated with the NHS to create a progressive health service that is free from the traditional tribalism of single interest groups.
2. For more information, please email pressoffice@nhsalliance.org or call 07772756674.

