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GP commissioning into practice – freedom, flexibility and accountability
12 September 2010

Delegates at the first NHS Alliance GP Commissioning Listening event reinforced the message that GP commissioning consortia need the freedoms and flexibility to make the best possible decisions regarding local service development across primary and community services. 

Over 60 people attended the event, held in London on 9th of September, which was organised in association with the RCGP, and supported by a grant from MSD. Dr Amit Bhargava, the clinical co-lead of the NHS Alliance newly formed GP Commissioning Federation, chaired the discussion. He emphasised how important it is for the frontline to be able to put their views across as to how the new system needs to work. 

GPs, practice managers, allied health professionals and PCT managers also heard Dame Barbara Hakin, managing director of commissioning development at the Department of Health, outline the importance of the White Paper reforms, in particular the development of GP commissioning.

She emphasised that the Secretary of State and the Department of Health want to see the development of GP consortia emerge ‘bottom up’ and encouraged GPs to start talking and engaging with their colleagues now to agree on the configuration and shape they would like GP commissioning consortia to take. 

Delegates urged the Government not to overburden them either with too many statutory duties or inappropriate and heavy weight bureaucracy, as this would fly in the face of them being able to be ‘light on their feet’ and ‘fleet of foot’, which most agreed was critical. 

Julie Wood, national director for GP commissioning, NHS Alliance, spoke about the many opportunities and challenges which implementing GP commissioning would bring, reinforcing that GPs need to be in the driving seat and would do well to start out now on their journey towards becoming fully competent GP commissioners, ready to formally take on the mantle from PCTs. 

The workshops will culminate with a national feedback report – Putting GP Commissioning into Practice – which will be submitted to the Department of Health before the consultation period closes on 11th October 2010.

The next events, which are free to frontline primary care clinicians and managers, will be held on the following dates and locations:

· 14th September - Wetherby Racecourse, York Road, Wetherby, West Yorkshire LS22 5EJ

· 29th September - Leicester Racecourse, Oadby, Leicester, LE2 4AL

· 5th October - Newbury Racecourse, Newbury, Berkshire, RG14 7NZ

To register, visit www.medman.co.uk (Medical Management Services UK) or call 01225 333 711.

Ends.

Notes to editors:
1. The NHS Alliance is the only independent body that brings together primary care trusts’ chief executives and other senior managers, doctors and practice managers, nurses, pharmacists and allied health professionals, along with board chairs and members. We are a value-driven organisation, with no political affiliation, which works in partnership with various bodies associated with the NHS to create a progressive health service that is free from the traditional tribalism of single interest groups.
2. For more information, please email pressoffice@nhsalliance.org or call 07772756674.
