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White Paper Listening Workshops – giving frontline clinicians and managers a voice 

11 August 2010

The NHS Alliance, in association with the RCGP, is organising a series of four regional workshops to discuss the Government’s White Paper Equality and Excellence: Liberating the NHS and the five consultation documents issued by the Department of Health. The main objective is to give frontline clinicians and managers the opportunity to provide their feedback on how GP commissioning and the other reforms can be implemented.  

The workshops will culminate with a national feedback report – Putting GP Commissioning into Practice – which will be submitted to the Department of Health before the consultation period closes on 11th October 2010.

Dr Michael Dixon, Chair of the NHS Alliance, said: “It is absolutely crucial that the views of those who will ultimately be responsible for implementing the Government’s policy are given the opportunity to get their message across about how we can do this effectively and resourcefully.” 

The workshops will start with a keynote address to be given by a minister or the Department of Health, followed by two presentations that will look at the opportunities and challenges for GP commissioning in a new environment and the key issues for consultation. The presentations will address concerns that GPs may have, such as management costs, size of consortia, risks and risk sharing, among others.  

Delegates will also have the choice to attend two parallel work streams to discuss and feedback their views on:

· The form and structure of future GP Commissioning Consortia

· The function of GP Commissioning Consortia

· The relationship of GP Commissioning Consortia
· Working in partnership towards health outcomes

The series of workshops will be held on the following dates and locations:

· 9th September - Prospero House, 241 Borough High Street, London, SE1 1GA 

· 14th September - Wetherby Racecourse, York Road, Wetherby, West Yorkshire LS22 5EJ

· 29th September - Leicester Racecourse, Oadby, Leicester, LE2 4AL

· 5th October - Newbury Racecourse, Newbury, Berkshire, RG14 7NZ

As demand is expected to be high and delegate places are restricted on a ‘first come, first served basis’, those interested are encouraged to register early by visiting the workshop organisers’ website at www.medman.co.uk (Medical Management Services UK) or calling 01225 333 711.

Notes to editors:

1. The NHS Alliance is the only independent body that brings together primary care trusts’ chief executives and other senior managers, doctors and practice managers, nurses, pharmacists and allied health professionals, along with board chairs and members. We are a value-driven organisation, with no political affiliation, which works in partnership with various bodies associated with the NHS to create a progressive health service that is free from the traditional tribalism of single interest groups.
2. For more information, please email pressoffice@nhsalliance.org or call 07772756674.






