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GP Commissioning Consortia

How to deliver health care locally

26 October 2010
The NHS Alliance GP Commissioning Federation has confirmed its commitment to the GP Commissioning Consortia (GPCC) in its response to Liberating the NHS: Commissioning for Patients consultation document. 

The Federation welcomed the Government’s policy to deliver clinically led local commissioning through GPCC and provided a detailed response to the main issues around GP Commissioning, including responsibilities, establishment of GPCC, freedom, controls and accountabilities, and partnership. 

Among the key topics discussed were how GPCC should be established to influence local services; how GPCC can tackle issues around responsibility; accountability, governance and efficiency; and, the need for a framework that allows GPCCs to take the ‘make and buy’ decisions across the complete range of care settings, including primary care.  

Julie Wood, director, GP Commissioning Federation, said: “GPCC is definitely the way forward. But we also recognise that, if we are to truly reap the benefits of clinically driven commissioning, we will need to make significant changes – not only to systems and processes that support GP Commissioning but also, fundamentally, to the behaviours and cultures that run through the NHS for both commissioners and providers. The GP Commissioning Federation is keen to work with others to ensure that we get the details right and that these changes are implemented as smoothly as possible.”

Dr Amit Bhargava, GP and co-lead of the GP Commissioning Federation, added: “These are exciting and challenging times for primary care. GP Commissioning Consortia will give us the opportunity to shift the power back to clinicians and their local communities. But it won’t be the same for everyone, as we are all at different stages of the learning path. So we, at the GP Commissioning Federation, want to serve as a platform to ensure we can support each other, share best practice and face the challenges together. ”

The GP Commissioning Federation’s response has been informed by discussions within the GP Commissioning Federation Council members, the NHS Alliance national listening events and also the Listen Up survey of front line clinicians and managers, all conducted throughout the consultation period. 

Putting GP Commissioning into Practice

The report Putting GP Commissioning into Practice: Feedback from Listening Events presents a detailed summary of the views expressed by almost 400 primary care clinicians and managers from practices, PBC consortia and primary care trusts who took part in four regional workshops held in London, West Yorkshire, Leicester and Berkshire. The events were organised by the NHS Alliance in association with the RCGP, and supported by a grant from MSD. 

The document includes key messages from the Department of Health, Strategic Health Authorities and primary care trusts. Among the key themes were resources, local flexibility and transition. 
GP Commissioning Federation response and Putting GP Commissioning into Practice attached. 

Ends.

Notes to editors: 
1. The GP Commissioning Federation is a multi-disciplinary group, which includes a range of clinical commissioners from across the country, including GPs, clinicians from secondary care and community services as well as PBC consortia CEOs and PCT commissioners. 
2. The NHS Alliance is the only independent body that brings together primary care trusts’ chief executives and other senior managers, doctors and practice managers, nurses, pharmacists and allied health professionals, along with board chairs and members. We are a value-driven organisation, with no political affiliation, which works in partnership with various bodies associated with the NHS to create a progressive health service that is free from the traditional tribalism of single interest groups.
3. For more information, please email pressoffice@nhsalliance.org or call 07772756674.
