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Don’t ditch PCTs’ talents 

22 July 2010

Primary care trusts have an invaluable contribution to make in the move to clinical commissioning, says the NHS Alliance. 

Effective and successful clinical commissioning will require a solid partnership between clinical leaders and talented managers, many of whom are currently working at PCTs. Only such a strong partnership will be able to tackle some of the challenges ahead, including to local health economies, in particular in relation to QIPP.   

“We should not throw the baby out with the bath water,” said Michael Sobanja, chief executive of the NHS Alliance. “PCTs have the skills and expertise which will be absolutely instrumental in implementing the coalition’s plans for clinical commissioning successfully. They have been unfairly criticised by the government, who has so far failed to see that PCT managers and staff will need to be supported during this time.

“In a transition period such as the one the NHS is going through at the moment, views can become polarised, with some people keen to get rid of the old regardless while others are equally keen to prove that the new ideas are unworkable. But the reality is not as black and white as this, and we need everyone on board to make clinical commissioning work. PCTs staff must not be forgotten. Patient care must not be forgotten. We need to work together and not let the uncertainties blind our judgement.”  

Dr David Jenner, general medical services lead for the NHS, added: “It is vital that we look after those with the commissioning skills who are facing an uncertain future. We should respect their needs and look quickly to ensure their skills and organisational memory can be smoothly aligned with clinicians in the new consortia.”

The NHS Alliance believes that clinical commissioning is the way forward to a more effective and efficient NHS, but it also recognises that there is still a lot of work to be done before this is effectively implemented. 

The Cutting Edge, NHS Alliance annual conference* will bring together key partners, including politicians, managers and clinicians, to develop a vision for the NHS of the future. 

* The Cutting Edge takes place at the Bournemouth International Centre on 18-19 November 2010. For more information visit www.nhsalliance2010.org.uk

Notes to editors:

1. The NHS Alliance is the only independent body that brings together primary care trusts’ chief executives and other senior managers, doctors and practice managers, nurses, pharmacists and allied health professionals, along with board chairs and members. We are a value-driven organisation, with no political affiliation, which works in partnership with various bodies associated with the NHS to create a progressive health service that is free from the traditional tribalism of single interest groups.
2. For more information, please email pressoffice@nhsalliance.org or call 07772756674.
