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NHS Alliance and Humana announce expansion of PBC Academy
1 November 2010

The NHS Alliance and Humana announced today the next phase of development for The PBC Academy.

As part of their expansion plans and in recognition of the changing commissioning landscape, the PBC Academy has been rebranded as The Commissioning Academy and will offer an enhanced set of training modules specially designed for GP commissioners.

The PBC Academy has a three-year track record of delivering practical, hands-on learning to GPs, practice managers and PBC leads around the country. Training modules on topics such as “Understanding data” and “Commissioning for priority areas” are delivered as half-day sessions accommodating up to 30 participants, and are designed to quickly increase skills, knowledge and confidence in commissioning. Since its launch in 1997, Academy modules have been delivered to more than 1,000 participants.

Commenting on the development of the Commissioning Academy ahead of the NHS Alliance annual conference and exhibition in Bournemouth, NHS Alliance Chief Executive Michael Sobanja said, “Our programme is based on tried and tested commissioning models that we have developed over the past years in partnership with clinicians and managers up and down the country. Building on the success of the PBC Academy, our aim is to equip GP commissioners with the practical knowledge and skills they can use on a daily basis, so the focus is on active, hands-on learning using real-life case studies.”

Dr Helen Glenister, Operations Director at commissioning support company Humana remarked, “The content of our courses is developed by recognised experts who have a wealth of clinical and managerial experience in the delivery and support of NHS commissioning. Humana also brings unique insights from an international healthcare perspective to enrich the learning experience.”

Commissioning Academy Director Julie Wood commented, “Our flexible, modular courses enable time-pressured clinicians and others involved in healthcare commissioning to fit training around their own needs and those of their consortia. We know the modules hit the spot for clinicians – here’s what one GP told us: ‘The sessions are well organised, pitched at the right level and relevant to our roles. I learned things that I could take away and apply the next day.’”

Attending the Commissioning Academy modules will also earn CPD credits towards annual appraisal and revalidation. 

For further information, please contact Julie Wood (j.wood@nhsalliance.org) or visit www.commissioningacademy.co.uk
END

Notes to editors:

1. About the NHS Alliance

The NHS Alliance is the only independent body that brings together primary care trusts’ chief executives and other senior managers, doctors and practice managers, nurses, pharmacists and allied health professionals, along with board chairs and members. We are a value-driven organisation, with no political affiliation, which works in partnership with various bodies associated with the NHS to create a progressive health service that is free from the traditional tribalism of single interest groups. For more information, please email pressoffice@nhsalliance.org or call 07772 756674.
2. About the NHS Alliance annual conference and exhibition

The NHS Alliance 13th Annual Conference – The Cutting Edge – will be held on 18-19 October at the Bournemouth International Centre. During these two days, speakers and participants will look into how primary care can achieve more with less through four key themes – delivering quality; increasing productivity; improving community health through ‘co-production’, and integrating services. To find out more or to book a place, go to www.nhsalliance2010.org.uk or call 07939 201324.
4. About Humana Europe

Humana Europe delivers expert commissioning services and support to the NHS in England. We are recognised as leaders in designing, developing and implementing innovative programmes, tools and solutions to support NHS organisations to commission care in line with the health needs of their local population. From effective data driven tools that maximise cost efficiency and improve care pathways, to innovative social marketing programmes that inspire positive behaviour change, we are working to deliver demonstrable improvements in patient outcomes and experience. For further information please visit www.humana.co.uk or call 020 3004 3200.
[image: image1.png]